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been ; becaufe, it will then be known that 
the preat potentate of the world, in principle, 
is a moft genuine REPUBLICAN that ever 
exifted , and that the true governing princi- 
ples contained in the immutable government 
of God, or perfect LAW of Liberty, which 
compofe genuine Republicanism and true Poe 
Litics (to which the perfecuting Saul was, and 
an ar {tocratical clergy yet are, great ftrangers) 
is the only religion taught by Jefus Chriit in 
the gofpel. 

No. 54 P ee true government, 
and ge maine religion, are infeparably connect. 


ed ; and the whole are comprifed under the 


one head of genuine Government. One grand 
and leadi ng defign ofthe gof; pel was to illus- 
trate the nee nature of thofe divine ¢ govern- 


. g principles which together compote genu ine 














































































































eden = befides which there is no 
genuine government. All other governing 
principles are aadioal nal, os arbi- 





trary, without proper authority. ind amount 


te nothing fhort of ulurpation and tyranny ; 
unto which a Chriftian has no right to ac~ 




















t No. 55: Every falfe governing principle 
may be conficered as a part ef the devil’s dis- 

Cipline, iavented by the beaft, to bring men 
under oppreflive reliraints and if poilivle to 
dsteat the noble end of their creation ; being 
caleulated to oppote the gov iin ent of God 
aad involve fecicty ia boad miiery and 
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death; by laying the foundation for, and o- 
pening a door unto wrongs. 


No. 56 ‘Thusacorrupt and immoral go- 
vernment becomes the parent of vice, andthe 
caule of the bondage, mifery and deftruction 
of mankind. 


No. 57. Itis by unjuft principles in go- 
vernment, thata wide door is fet open tor 
ene man to gain an unjuft afeendency and 
advantage over another, fo that while the man 
of innocence and real merit is robved of his 
rights, the villain who robbed him is highly 


gratified, applauded and protected in the pos- 
feflion of the plunder, and no door open- 
ed forthe fufferer to have his erievance ree 


Oo 


crefled.— 


No 8. How often de we fee it the cafe 
in earthly courts, under the dominion of the 
beaft, that the power and influence of money 
and falie Agency over-balance equity and right 5 
lothat the poor have but adull chance to ob- 
fain Juftice in carnal courts ; and again, how 
pften is the poer, indulirious end honeft la 


dourer, reduced to the abfolute necefiity of 
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and raven) depend on the ruin and def- 
truction of others T 
No ¢9. Surely the great parent 
has fome regard to the political, 
{piritual, weifare of his creatures ; 


CC 
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a I was present and f both an eye and ear wt! 
5 to the follow ing instance, 1M Allegany 

is of I Maryland ; here one | 
the prison, stood charged by 
with perjury, ( Matthews had ae tat Sau 
S. came into his house armed and took, from 
some place of “e posit, a quanti ity of money Sc. that 
through s ome opening fi jm some other apartment, 
he saw 8S. but durst not oppose him seit le 
mioht kill him oye = b,, 1d Be 11 »prel e? di d 
and tried and by the aid ana yee nce i ikwer and 
gold and a number of able friends was acqu: ‘ted y 
aft: r avhich abd inthe. mean = l disremember 
ww) hb) he proceeded agcinst Matthews corr, Exc, 
want er it aas believed by many, who knew) S, 
that Matthews had sworn t/ e truth and had 
been guilty of perju ‘Y. SC it the matter was yet 
doubtful ; for it vn that §. was 
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him teve 
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neglected or omitted in genuine government, 
under the head of which all pore e relig ‘ion is 
comprifed ; and’if fo, then it wi!l neceflarily fol- 
low that when, the vifible church of Gi odis ¢x- 
hibited in her‘true form as the vifible kingdom of 
God among men, a clear difpiay of the govern- 
ment of God will fhew and prove herto be no 
lefs a body wg than fhe is a body {piritual ; 
fhort of which fhe could not compofe the 
judgement-feat of Chrift, from whence genuine 
Law will be iflued, or muft proceed, for the 
regulation and government of the world. 

No. 60. All wrong principles in govern- 
ment, tendto bondage and oppreflion ; but 
the fouls of all men were made to be free, and 
whatever is oppofed to that freedom mutt be 
oppoied to the end of their creation, and equal- 
ly calculated to degrade the human mind, by 
reducing it to an abject ftate; whereby it is 
rendered incapable of realizing its own native 
dignity, of real virtue, and of every thing that 
is uleful to fociety, or truly excellent. 

No. 61. Liberty, government and religien, 
are the three grand leading themes in the 
public mind, which as fubjects of enquiry and 
contention at this time, appear to agitate and 
difturb the repofe of the natural world; which 
lays a ground for us to hope that the intellec- 
tual body, like unto an individual, is now a- 
bout going through her conviction, prepa 
ratory to her conver fm, and that the’time 
is not far remete when fhe fhall experi. 
ence areal converfion, whereby the will be 
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completely ripened for a divine revolution, fo as 
the Lord’s Univerfal Dominion may be re- 
men in the fleth, 


g 
and the whole earth be filled with his glory. 


ceived and confirmed amor 


No. 62. Then will it be kuown that thofe 
three leading themes which now, as fubjetts 
of contention, agitate and diiturb the public 
mind, are infeparably. conaeéted and all fully 
compriied in genuine government, and that an 
humble, unreierved and praétical conformity 
to the divine government, is the true religion 
taught by Jefus Chrift, the only religion that 
God requires ef man, and that alone in the 
due exercife and practice of which the foul of 
man can be faved. True gevernment (or politics) 
and genuine religion will then be no more fepera- 
ted. 

No. 63. I know it will be argued, by 
many, that we have no _ bufinets to blend 
politics with religion—that religion and voli- 
tics have noconneétion, &c. [ anfwer, by 
true politics I underftand a fyftem of true gov- 
erring principles ;-—the true icience of genuine 
government. 

No. 64. [know nothing of genuine politics, 
feperate from true governing principles; 
nor do I know any thing of ‘true governing 
principles feperate from the perfect Law of 
liberty, or genuine gotpel religion ; nor yet do 
I know any thing of genuine gofpel religion, 
{cperate from the true {cience of genuine ge- 
vernment, or befides what is comprifed in that 
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{cience—: 
are oetinerte it 
but of the Devil 
hood ; and the g 
tained in this holy fcien 
erning principles ye aapeall can 
countenmanced by any genuine 
ether politics belong to the aia are net from 
heaven, but from the fone ain of bondage, mise 
fery and death, are oppofed to the governe 
ment of God and are calculated to promote 
in lociety the pernicious*purpofes of hell, 

Nos 65 All the feveral parts of genuine] 

are Senin dineternaland immutabl 
ples, and alleternal and immutad 
are founded in the very nature 
God. * * * * ‘Lo difpla root being 
of God and to ‘Hutte te the true natui 
nuine Law, or 
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renuine Law] was the great end for whicl 
Chriit made his flet t 

all true religion, theref. rey muft be ot. a poli- 
tical nature and every genuine chriftian, accor- 
ding to his capacity, mutt be a true politiciar 
nor is it poflible for any man to bea true 


abpearance amone meng 
Oo 


experimental poiltician, in heart, without b 
ing a genuine C) 

No. 66. It is py Decoming genuine chris- 
tians thai ail the iu ie¢ ( » divine moire 
are initiated into the kingdom of God, and 
all thetrue fubjects of this kingdom, a hey 


enter into the kingdom, receive an experi- 
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mental acquaintance with genuine law, with 
the true governing principles w! ich together 
compofe the perfect law of liberty ; befides 
which there can be no genuine law or true 
- government ; all other politics are artificial and 
falfe, are without proper authority and equally 
repugnant to every principle of genuine chris- 
, tianity. 
it No. 67. Faithfulnefs to God and man re- 
. quires that every difciple of the Lord thould 
bear an active teflimony againit ali fuch corrup- 
















tions and pernicious inventions that they fhould § ! 

eeme out from amongjthe ungodly, from un- 
der the dominion of the beatt, and that they | 
7 carefully abftain from touching the unclean § 
thing. 7 
No. 68. Howis it pofiible for the true § | 






church, or people of God, to continue under 
the influence and government of the Lord’s 
doétrines and under the influence and govern- 
mentofthe devil’s difcipline at one and the 
fame time, and to be equaliv loyal io each? 
every immoral and unjuft princio'e in govern- 
ment is a part of the devil’s dilcipline and tends 


. & le ws . a ' vit as oe > ; 
to contaminate the mind and ctiqualifyv it 
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| for the practice of truc religion, or for the 
a | due purfuit or enjoyment of God and divine 
am) | | things; thefe are what at this time weaken 

t i . ° 
a | 1 the influence and prevent t} rey ai 5 
ht Hi o! ue religion in all focicet us 
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No. 69. The fame fyfiem of governing 
principles which are requifite for the regula- 
tion of the conduct of an individual, in order 
to make one maa happy is equally effential 
for a whole nation and tor the whole world; 
—ihe whole being compofed of individu- 
als. 

No. 70. Atruly righteous man cannot 
confent to, or approve of, an unrighteous 
governmeni, and there can be no real righte- 
ous government, but the government ot God 
gione 

No. 71. Every principle, in any govern- 
ment, that isrepugnant te the immutable law 
muit be immora!, unholy, unrighteous and in 
all itstendeucics vicious. It isimpoffible tobe 
underthe dominion of the beaft and not at 
the fame time to be, in a greater or lefs de- 
gree, under his intlaence and in the practice 
of his examples. 

No. 72. <A ftriét adherence and unreferved 
conformity to the true goyerning principles 
contained in the perfect law of liberty, is the 
only obedience we owe to God, and the only 
religion taught by Jefus Chrift; and this Man 
only,who poficZes this religion, thall be bieffea 
in his deed; all other religions or polities 
are falfe and nothing more than mere delu- 
fions. 

No. 73. The love of popularity,—an ate 
tachment to worldly friendfhip. (on account of 

R 
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the many neceflary temporal benefits arifing 
therefrom for the fupport and prefent comfort 
of the animal Jaisn) ‘and the fear of being 
vraaked with the poorer fort and lower clafs of 
mankind, are three great and weighty objec- 
tions which, under the dominion of the beaft, 
ftand in the way to prevent the reception, rife 
anc preg refs of divine truth and genuine re- 
ligion ; monee mankind, and often greatly 
Ww dae and Giicourage e € young Cluciple, or 
new convert of the Lor: » in his fpiricual une 
Reiteliinin ; while the beaft poe es thefe ‘ob- 
jeGtions will ever be fupported and eacorraged, 
1 influence and exampies o£ thofe Ke ail 
whoare placed by the beaft as lead 
racters in fociety and as examplics to the 
"4+ Underthe reign and influcn 
att If is confidered (3y alarge majority 
ueur aud intercit ef every manto be 
si:teout, io renounce true religion and to 
Chrifliantty in coutempt ; where the 
or Dominion, of the beait is, there will 
ismwue¢nce 
75- But, under the reign or Dominion 
e Lerd it wiil be confidercd the honour 
1d interett eee man to be truly rishteou: 
gs ewmbrace true rr ligton and t ‘On 
> Chriftianity 3 for | 
o C is tre 2 
A ABC govern focict 
‘No. “6, under the reign of the beaft the 
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knowledge of God and divine things, or the 
ppoficflion of true religion, is not confidered as a 
requifite at all neceflary to qualify any perfon 
for legiflation, or for a feat among legitlators ; 
but aman who is an entire flranger to 

the general and leading principles otf the di- 
Vine government, is confijered as well quali- 
fied for the making and executing of Laws 
and fora featin the Legiflature, as if he was 
ever fo well acquainted with ali thois divine 

principles> 

No. 77. Aman under carnal Dominion, is 
confidered as worthy of, and as well qualified 
for any office in government without an ac- 
quaintance with God, or the tundamental 
principles of his government, as generally ex- 
preifed in the new Teftament, as if he was ever 
{fo well acquainted with both, 

No. 78. Nay, an acquaintanee with the ge- 
neral doctrines of the new Teltament or with 
the true nature, of God or his government, is 
confidered as a qualification altogether unne- 
ecMlary in any fuch cafe. 

No. 79. But, to the contrary, a true mini- 
fter of the goipel, or the moft eminent ehrift- 
ian, is rather confiderd as an unfit charaéter 
toobiaina feat among politicians ; as if men 
wao had made the true government of God 
or perfect Law of liberty, their chief ftudy, fo * 
as to be enabled to forma familiar acquain- 
tance with its true and fundamental principles 


had become, thereby, difqualified rightly to 
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Judge of true politics, or pure governing prin- 
ciples ; as if men who were beft acquainted 
with the Law cf God were leaft qualified to 
act in the political fphere ! 

Ne. 86. Behold, with what carnal wis- 
dom and prudence does the beaft guar! againtk 
the Lord’s Dominion, or the reign of Chrift ! 

No. 81. Would it be any wonder if we 
fhould find corruption, immorality, injuftice 
and oppreffion, in abundance, in a govern- 
ment and laws framed by fuch legiflators ?—— 
by fuch an illegitimate body ? what right have 
we to expect better from them ? 

No. 82. A legiflator fhould be a God-feare 
ing man, a man loving righteoufnefs and hat- 
ing iniquity, one who has the glory of God 
and good of fociety truly at heart; but, to 
the contrary of this, when we call the great 
legiflative body througheut the world into view 
is it not too evident to"be denied that, tak- 
ing the whole together, they compofe the very 
feat and fountain of ail political corruption ? 
and although fome part of them may be eal- 
led by the fham name of the fervants of the 
people, are they not rather ferving themfelves f 
of the people and fo duping the general body of f 
mankind and rendering the neticns of the 
Earth fubfervient to their own hidden purpo- 
ses ? and indeed how can we expeét otherwife 
than fer a corrupt fountain to fend forth cor- 
ruption ¢ | 

No. 83. What a wide door does the Re 
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pub'ican fyftem open, for every citizen to 
bear his part in doing away this evil, by e- 
left.ag righteous men on/y to reprefent them 
and to aét for them, in aii their natienal and 
prlitical concerns. 

No. 84. Some man will fay « /urely the 
writer is determined for a reform in govern- 
ment ! (3c. 

Yes Verily, he acknowledges 

Aniwer it ;anl oe only fo but that he ie 
determined for a revolution fo that the “ Fudges 
may be reffored as at the begining” and, let others 
think as coatemptible of it as taey may, he is 
well aflured, from the light. of the divine word, 
that he fhall fucceed in the attempt. He is 
alfo well aflured that the God of heaven has 
already called and appointed certaia vifible 
agency among men to engage, without delay, 
in this very work ; fo as the way may be im- 
mediately opened for the Lord Jefus Chri(t, 
by vifible agency, to be exhibited in his kingly 
adminiftration ; and that this agency is not 
only to be inftrumental in effecting a revolution 
in America, but in the whole world ; for no- 
thing leis than the whole world will compole 
the theatre of actioa, in this glorious work, 
and nothing ieis than the putting an ead to 
the ule of the blood-thirfty {werd and the es- 
tabliihment of univerfal dominion, will clofe 
the work of this agency; nor will this be ef 
fefted by doing away republicanifm, but on 
the contrary, dy inewing more clearly in wit 
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genuine republicanifm confifts;—ror yet by 
carnal weapons but by thofe which are truly di- 
vine and invincible, 

No. $5. Although this may now appear 
to the reader as improbable as for poor Joicph, 
in a few days, to be brought from being ironed 
in Paaraoh’s dungeon to be made Lord of P 
raoh’s Houfe and. to ride in his iecond chariot, 
if an uadeniable evidence of the truth of tnefs 
aflertions is not publickly exhibited in America 
within the {pace of ten years, from this twenty 
foucth day of February eightcea hundred and 
eig it, then Jet the world (fay, forever after that 
the writer was an impoftor ; otherwife let 
the world acknowledge his authority, &c. &c. 


No. 86. Some willfay “this is Jetting out 


he secret with a witness toit, &u—*——~* 
t 


—no matter, the writer coniiders him- 
felf at the defiance ofthe world.—“ Truth is 
invincible ; J feph’s God ean and will, perform 
wonders ! Chis revolution is not to be ef- 
fected by the wildom of tais world ; norcan 
the wifdom of this world prevent it, 

N». 87. In the puriuit of this holy 
and d:firaole enterprile, the agency engaged 
thersia will. in all caies, embrace ‘uch means 
onky as ave found to be perfectly confiitent with 
the noble Coafiturioa and repudlican govern- 
ment of afree and truly enlightene] country; 
aad let the oppoeents of the vifiun even feil 
Jolepa to aa Lihmarlite, or to an Egyprian if 
they wil, or cvcmtirust him for a moamcnt ia- 
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to Pharaoh’s prifon and the whole tho!) be 
orcretulcd, by the wife prefcience . of Jofep!’s 
(;50, 19 as only to turtier and haften the g 2- 
rious work. 

No. 58. The writer therefore, is determin- 
ed not to ‘hrink at the rage, er noile, of the 
beaft; while he knows he has Joteph’s God 
on iis fide. What he does fhall be cone open- 
ly and ia fair dey-light and not ima dark cor- 
ner; neither does he count bis life dear wato 
him, in the prefent cafe, fo as the prefeat en- 
terprife may only be accomplithed. 

No. 89 Heis well affured, froma divine 
fource, that altho’ enemies from without, and 
treachcrous friends and falle members from 
within, may ufe various’ means and ways to 
diftourage an’ impede the divine werk, fuccefs 
is inevitable and the fhoutings ofa divine vic- 
tory not far remote ; and that even if this houfe 
of clay fhould be fimitten to the. grave, in the 
attempt, the work will not thereby be prevent- 
ed; but other ag-acy will be called into im- 
mediate action tu fupply, or fill, every vacancy ; 

for a ihort work will the Lord make om 
the earth and chouh a itrange work, the Lerd 
will qu ckly perforin it. 

No. go. A refulal of the government of 
God is that alone in which all fin is conyprifed ; 
and true obculence to genune government is 
the whole duty of wan, as weil es the only way 
to attain ibe noble cou of kis creation. 
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No. gt. All othe> religions and worfhip are 
falfe and belong only to the beaft. 

No. 92. Genuine Law and right, or true go- 
vernment, are things which cannot be made 
and unmade, at will, by the pleafure of men, 
but in their true nature do rcally exift in and 
of themfzlves, by natural necefficy in the very 
nature of things, independent of human inven- 
tion ;—in their nature they are divine and un- 
alterable, and in themfelves contain divine au- 
thority ; fu that always, when they are brougit 
forward, they bring with them proper authori- 
ty. . Allother Laws, or governments, are with- 
out proper authority,—are ftrictly id/egal ace 
artificial,—are falfe and but a wicked impofition 
og the world of mankind. 

No. 93- ‘The grand and proper end of all 
genuine Law, or true government, is to pre- 
vent all manner of encroachments and to pre- 
ferve, or iecure, every individuai fubj-¢t unmo- 
lefied in the peaceable poffeflion and complete 
enjoyment of all his, or her, owm rights 4 fo ae 
no caufe of cfience may be given ; fo as none 
may be oppreffcd, and fo as univerfal friendthip 
may be confirmed throughout the world ; as all 
men are but ihe children of one great and com- 
mon parent. 

No. 94. That the extenfive human family 
may leara, not to deem each other as enc mies 
not to longe the bayonet, {word or {pear into 
each others hearts, or ftain them with each o- 
thers blood, but to deem. cach other as friends, 
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as brethren, as children of the fame great com- 
mon parent of all mankind, and as fubjects of 
the fame eommon family of God ; each one 
zealoufly engaged inthe purfuit of the com- 
mon walfare and fafety of all; fo as the cruel 
implements of war and murier may be con- 
verted into the peaceable and pleafing imple- 
ments of hufbandry. 

No. 95. Some may enquire * how are we to 
‘know when the time is come for the empire, 
“er dominion, of Gedto be eftablifhed 
‘ among men in the natural world ?” 


Anfwer } doubtle(s, like all the preceding dif- 


penfations of heaven, the divine empire and go- 


vernment will be warmly oppofed, by the rebel- 
lious, in their firft openings, but when the time 
fhalleome for the government and empire of 
God to be brought forward inte public view 
with fuch clearnefs and brightnefs as tully to dif- 
cover and make evident the impropriety and 
corruptions ofallother governments & of every 
other empire, fo as thefe who are enlightened 
may be able to fay ; “ Behold, the government 
“« and empire of God ! fee here they are ! look 

at thim !—whe ean deny the propriety and 

authority of thefe ?—behold, here isa go- 

gernment brought into view accompanied 

with proper aud undeniable authority, which 

God himfelf approves of and heaven rati- 
« fies; and which, in its nature, is calculated 
‘¢ to make evident the impropriety ef every o- 
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«“ ther government and that all ethers are [ 
s¢ without any proper authority, and alfo, be- f 


és hold here is an Empire ail the principles 


‘¢ whereof are founded in the authority of | 


ss heaven,——in the authority of God , whereas 


s¢ all others are without any real authority, 
¢ are founded in corruption and upheld by ff 
‘“* ufurpation, tyranny, oppreflion and impof- f 


“ tion; and none dare deny that this is the 
« cafe ;—that thefe things are even fo.” I 


fay, when the government aad empire of God | 
are made thus plain, this will bea fufliciemt 
evidence to every humble and candid mind ff 
that the kingdom of God has then come; al- | 
though a large majority may at firft refule 


it. 


No. 96. There is no. way for men inthe | 


ficth to refufe and refift God bat by refufiag 


and refifting him in wilible Agency, nor can 
they fight againft him, in the opening of his | 
dominion and in the exhibition of his empire, § 
any other way than by fighting againit him in f 


vifible agency. 


No. 97. It now only remains for usto | 


difcover and make evident to the world thefe 


following important truths, 1f that the go- | 


verament and empire of God is the only go- 
vernment and the only empire in exiftence 


which are founded in truth and propriety, or J 


which’are accompanied with proper authority. 


t and That all other governments and empires | 


are foundedia corruption, and fupported by 
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e¢ § ufurpation, a and oppreflion; and of 
 B courfe muit be calculs ~ to prevent the liber- 
s Bty ce and univeriat welfare of mankind, 
f£ Eo ‘ equaily te introduce and fupport enmity, 
$ B violence anc murder. 


778 rd That falle govermments, and falfe eme 


y § pires, comprifein them all thofe political cur- 
i- Pies which, through every age, have occafioned 


e Ethe whole carth to groan and are the only 
I § caufeés of cvery nations tre{s. 
d § 4th Vhatthere can be notrue government 
at § or juli and righ cous eaipire befides the governe 
id § mentand empi ire of God ;—that all others are 
le § falie, are uarighicons, are uvjuft, are oppress 
fe ff five, and of courfe mutt be dire&tiy oppofed to 
the kingdsoin and government of God and no 
x@ Blefs repugnant to all the decrees of hea- 


« ’ ryt. ‘ t. ~sacw - af v . 
nl oth Thet the covernment and empire of God 
MS 8 aloret eniy arerhey which are riphteous, just 

, - 7 a . ' f = : ~ 
e, Band falutary toman ; 2nd which in their nature 
in E sre calculated to promote anc tecure the uni- 
- - , 
verfal wellare of the lume fa: nily 
? 4 sn 1, , . 
to No. .98. Ina word, there can be but thefe 


fe Ftwo kinds of government or empirs in exe 
o- Biftence ;-——the one true, and the other falie; 
o- F the one righteous, and the other unrighte 
ce BF éous 5—the one senuine, and the other ..bus 
; the one pure, and the other corrup: 3 

—the oneot God and divinely authorifed, the 
Soother of the devil and without any proper awe 
thority. 
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-“ ther government and that all ethers are 
** without any proper authority, and alfo, be- 
«‘ hold here is an Empire all the principles 
‘* whereof are founded in the authority of 
sé heaven,—in the authority of God , whereas 
6 all others are without any real authority, 
6¢ are founded in corruption and upheld by 
‘ ufurpation, tyranny, oppreflion and impof- 
“‘ tion ; and none dare deny that this is the 
« cafe ;—that thefe things are even fio.” I 
fay, when the government aad empire of God 
are made thus plain, this will bea fuflicient 
evidence to every humble and candid mind 
that the kingdom of God has then come; al- 
though a large majority may at firft refule 
it. 

No. 96. There is no. way for men inthe 
ficth to refufe and refift God bat by refufinag 
and refifting him in vifible Agency, nor can 
they fight again{ft him, in the opening of his 
dominion and in the exhibition of his empire, 
any other way than by fighting againit him in 
vifible agency. 

No. 97. It now only remains for us to 
difcover and make evidentto the world thee 
following important truths, 1f thet the go- 
vernment and empire of God is the only go- 
vernment and the only empire in exiltence 
which are founded in truth and propriety, or 
which‘’are accompanied with proper authority. 
& and That ali other governments and empires 
are foundedia corruption, and fupported by 
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ufurpation, tyranny and oppreflion ; and of 
courfe nuit be calculated to prevent the liber- 
vce and univeriat welfare of mankind, 

y to introduce and fupport enmity, 


ocvernments, and falfe eme- 
>in them all thofe political cur- 
ugh every age, have occafioned 
§f{O groan and are the only 
caul: ly very nationa! trefs. 
4th ‘Vhat there can be no true government 


ah and righicous re befides the governs 


= 


ment and a ire of 


c 
Gvod ;—that all others are 


falie, are ui (cons, are unjuft, are opprese 
five, and of co urf> mutt be direétly oppofed to 
the kingdoia and government of God and not 
mant to all the decrees of hea- 

he governm ent and empiz ‘e of God 

| ,sust 

jature 


ic UNI|-= 


, word, iuere can | 
Cimmecnt or empires 
‘ue, and the other ! 
ous, and the othe: 
e one , senuine, and th 
OuS;5 ¢ he one pure, and the oth: 
sé oneruk Ged anid Civine! thorifed, the 
other of the devil and without any proper = 
thority. 
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No. 99. It cannot be the duty of any chri- 
flian to countenarice or eceede unto an une 
righteous or unlawful Deomision ; nor can it 
be the duty of any rational being, befere God, 
to fubmit himfelf unto an unrighteous and 
unlewfu! government, but, on the contrary, it 
muft be the duty of every rational being, elpe 
cially of every chriflian, to bear the moit point- 
ed and open teflimony againit every principle 
and practice, whether in Nations or indivicue 
als, that is found to be oppofed to the king- 
dom and government of God. 

No. 100 Until the divine empire is brought 
into vifible operation among men the moft 
effential means for the furpprefion ef carnal 
Dominion and falfe government, and the moft 
efieGiual method for the promotion of the do- 
minion of God in the natural world, will be 
wanting 5 ; and fo long asthe beaft may reign une 
interrupted fo Jong will the accomplifhment of 
the promifes c! God (relative to the efiablifh- 


ment of his reign, dominion,and viible kings § 


dom in the natural world) be prevent. 
ed. 


7 


a 


eons 


No. 103. Itis by vifible Agenc cy this work JJ 
muft be effedted, and lt it be introdiiced when | 


it may, it will doubtlefs, be accompanied with 


a fevere ftruggle in its firft openings ;-—the | 
church will doubtiefs experience the pangs of | 
fevere labour while pafiing through her mo- | 
mentary travail ; but, when fhe Snds that her | 


God has made it her privilegc to bring fort! 


g mation at a birth and in one day, fhe will no | 
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more remember her forrew ;—the morning 
will bring forth joys fufficient to overbalance 
all her pain. W ill the Lord bring unto the 
birth and not bring forth ? can we believe that 
the Lord will defert his Church in the maft 
trying moment ? jurely not ! 

No. 102. Letus look back fora mement 
and behold how the church of God has bee 
oppreHed in all ages pait ; yea, how the whole 
earth has been opprefied under the deminios 
of the beaft while his reign, in the exercile of 
falie government has prcvailed. 

No. 102. Let usalfo, at this time, caf a 
momentary look acrofs the ecean and behold 
the dir: ful effects of his infernal reign! how 
many thoufand of the human family may we 
fee ealich tien and butchering, murdered and 
murdering, robbed and robbing, each other at 
the command of the beait ¢ fic yet, throu igh 

lindnefs, zealous to jupport his authority and 
equally zealous in oppoi ing their own rights. 

No. 104. It was under the dominion, au- 


she ‘ ey * 
thority and command ofthe beaft, that the 


, 


prophets and faithful iervants and witnellies ef 


the Lord, in all the ages of perfecution paft, 
have been perfecuted, tortured and murdered 
in the moit crucl and barbareus MARUer ; it 
was by his command that John was beheaded, 
the faviour crucfied, the apoftles murdered, 
and thoufands of the children of God, fince 
that time, inhumanly mafiacred | sor cay we 
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forbear to call into view the many fields of 


human gore, in all ages, occafioned by this 
hellith monfter ! 










a. 


No. to5. The time has at length come, f 


which has been fo long promifed, forthe A- 
nointed ef heaven to be exhibited among men 
in his kingly adminiftration, for Zion to enter 
into reft ‘and for the cre ture man in general, 
to * be delivered fr om the bondage of beaftly cor- 


ruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 


God.” fee Rom. Vili. 21. 


Ne. 106. ‘The Lord has told his brethren} 
(the human family) their fault between him f= 


and them alone; he hasalfo taken the prophetic} 


j 
c 


ce 


agency, and the apoftolic agency with ao 


and they have {till refufed to hear; the timef 


has now arrived for him to tell it to the vi-fj 


fible church (fee Matth. xviii 15, 16, 17.) 
and if they will not hear, but will {till per- 


fift in their great treflpafs, they fhall be confi-F 


dered, by bim, as © an heathen man and a publi} 
can ;” and fo excluded from every benetit andj 
privil -ge of his church and as fruitlefs and with-§ 
ering branches cut off from all his bleflings :— 

fo (laall we difcern between the righteous andi 

the wicked, between him who {ferveth God/ 
and him tots Servet him not ; and_ while the§ 
righteous are kindly received in the embraces 
of divine love the wicked fhall be caft into§ 
outer darknefs, where (in the day of the perdi- 
tion of ungodly men) they dhall be punithed with 
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an everlafting deftruction from the prefence of 
| the Lord and from the glory of his power. 

“© The day that cometh shall burn them up, so 
as to leave them neither root nor branch.” 

| No. 107. Jf any man, love not our Lord Fe- 
S sus Christ let him be ANATHEMA MARAN. 
ATHA.” 
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Y divine Agency in the rational world, or the vs- 


= 


sible Agency of God, among men, 


No. 1. This AGENCY isa thing little un- 


derftood by the world in general and even by 


the greater part of chriflians; for want of aff 
proper knowledge ofywhich thoufands of God’s? 


own children are waiting end looking for the 


stcomplifhment ofthe Givine purpotes, rela-§f 


tive to the latter-day g'o1 ies, In a way in whieh § 
they mever can find | ee in a way that is con- E 
trary to the appointment of heaven and repug- f 
nant to every principle of moral Agency. f 


: 
No. 2 Although man, by his revolt from} 


Go a, has rendered himfelfa poor, weak and§ 


unworthy crea ures yet, fu far as he may be} 
co aes an gitject of ee divine attention orf 
fubject of divine “revelat on, fo far it is propery 
to confider him a »bject of the divine friend- 


fhip and scnebadia n, and as fuch the favouritel 
of heaven, and proper fubje& to receive the 
communications of divine light and divine love§ 
infuch familiar way as may be beft fuited to his 
capacity, aud not confiftent with the Airlactl 
ples of that moral and rational government un-§ 
der which he was placed by his creatorgand off 
which he is confidcred a fubjeé. ~ 

Wo. 3. It appears therefore, to have Seeaj 
the good pleafure of God, in every age and 
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in the performance of all his aéts of friendfhip 
towards man, to choofe, raife up and receive 
into afpecial nearnefs and connection with 
himfelf, certain individual characters from a- 
mong the human family thre’ whem to com- 
municate his light and love tothe reft of man- 
kind. And ¢hefe to qualify and call into divine 
action, as his own {pecial and vilible Agency 
among men; by whom to make fuch re- 
velation and fuch communications unto others 
and by whom to accomplith fuch work for o- 
thers, as in his great wildem and goodnefs he 
faw needful; in order to the openi ng of the 
way for their emancipation from error and 
allits dreadful confequences and to make therm 
happy in the enjoyment of his friendfhip. 

No. 4. Nor can we find the leaft account 
of the pertormance of any divine work, fince 
the creation, for the benefit of men, but what 
was performed of God by rational and vifible 
Agency, that isto fay by human Agency ; 
which in {cripture, is confidered as the HAND 
of GOD among men. 

No. 5. The handing of a divine revelation 
to the world,—the promulgation of the divine 
government,—the founding, promoting and 
preferving of the invifidle and vilible Church 
ef God among men,—the effe&ting of the 
great falvetion of mankind,—— the bringing 
ot life and immortality to light through the 
golpel,—the _ {pread of the golpel abroad. 
ke. &c. &¢ 
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We find the whole performed of God, by 
human agency— by men called and qualified 
of God for thefe very purpofes. 

Wo. 6. And here it is truly worthy of ob- 


e Pp i ReRe ‘ , ‘ : . 
fervation. that, in ali ages, the molt eminent 
part ot E Viltoie ag : t (sod eonfilted of 

° , ’ . - 
men wie, not ni anding tne vaiu le qualifie 
. : ole . es ; " > f pee we j cr : ba 
cat? > I ¥ receiy | and poll vad from G od, 
in their day and time were rejected and dife- 


fte-med by the popular part of mankind, as 
well as by a very large majovity of the world; 
which is a circumitance, tf our fouls were duly 
humble, in its nature fufficient to teach and 


warn us to guard againit a like error in oure 
7. Lhe moft eminent part of this vi- 
fible Agency were confidered, by the popular 
and a large m 1) rity of the world, not only 
contemptible and bafe, but asa kind of oddity 
‘oras charadters inimical to the common in- 
terefl, and their remarks and fingular doctrines 
rather chimerical, fanatical, enthuffaftic or de- 
fining end fubverfive of the public good,— 
if] by of public notice or elfe perni- 
\zerous. 
No. 8. Thus, through wilful negle&t and 
unbelief or by an obftinate rejection and refift- 
ance, the gensration of their. day and time 
were deprived of the benefits they might 
herwife have derived and enjoyed; while 
wing generations have wifhed they could 
have ¢njo} 
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ed fuch privileges ; yet, when like 
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and preater privileges were afforded them again, 
like hearts produced like conduét, and fo on 
from age to ege down to the prefent tim’ ; and 
even now (aft r fo many examples of the kind) 
in the opening of one of - greatelt events, 

the hearts of mankind appear to be equal ly 
un red to receive and gratefull ly prize their 
hip eit b! flings. 

No. 9g. As in paneates ages, when the moft 
eminent witnefles and faithful fervants of the 
Lord came forward, with more truth and greas 
ter Fight th: in had yet heen known among inen, 
the jincularity of their fentiments and {trang- 
ne(s ot their doétri rines, occafioned thofe who 
were confirmed in error and fuch as were under 
the dominion and led by the influence of po- 
pular opinion, to deemand treat them as ime 
poftors and enemies to fociety and on this ace 
count, not only to form great prejudices againft 
them, but, by every po flible means to ftir up 
the people and difaffect the public mind againft 
them ; always, apparently, rendering plaufible 
and good reafons and fufficient caufes for fo 
doing ; even fo, tethis day, the fame predo- 
minant principle, of unbelief and averfioa te 
divine truth, produces like effects. 

No. 10. The more truth and _ greater 
light there is brought forward, in a dark 
world, under the dominion of error, the grea- 
ter, appears to be, the contraft and mere 
fevere the ftruggle between the votarics of truth 


and the votaries of error. 
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No. 11. Hence we fee that the moft emi- 
nent part of the vifible agency of God, that is 
to fay, thofe of his fervants who were inftru- 
mental in bringing forward the moft truth 
and preateft light were, in all ages, the moft 
expofed to popular prejudice and public cen- 
dure. One might fuppofe that by this time 
monkind mght have learned to know that 
thefe were ipecial marks, which always 
have accompanied the moft fai.hful witneffes 
ofthe Lord, and the moft eminent part of the 
vifible Agency of God among men; but thofe 
who are determined not to {ee will not fee. 

No. 12. The reafons why thofe fpecial 
marks always accompany the moft eminent 
part of the divine agency among men, are ealy 
to be accounted for ; it is manifeft that where 
the moft truth and greate(ft light is, there poe 
_pularcorruptions and the failibility of human 
judgment is moft expofed, the tendency of 
which is to bring down and diminifh the im- 
portance and influence of thofe who are a¢tu- 
ated by the pride of religious infallibility, and 
the love of carnal interefl & greatnefs & whofe 
carnal intereft and importance is fupported, 
promoted, and fecured, by the ignorance of 
the people only. 

No. 13. It is not alittle mortifying, to fuch 
characters, to. fee their importance and chief 
dependence thus injured ; this, with the fear 
of rivalfhip is the ground of their enmity and 
oppoiition to thole whom they deem their com: 
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petitors ; and when they find that fair argue 
ment fails to anfwer their purpofe, public cen- 
{ure, mifreprefentation, and defamation, be- 
comes their only alternative. 

No. 14. This is indeed a mean retreat !|— 
though not too mean for the opponents of the 
vilible Agency of God or votaries of the 
beatt. 

No. 15. The vifible Agency of the divine 
nature among men, or in other words, ‘the 
divine agency” is fometimes, in the facred wri- 
tings, called into view as a combination of 
illuminated individuals, bearing a joint witnefs 
te the divine Teftimony and reprefented un- 
der the fimilitude of a white, or bright, cloud 
and are often {poken of in the plura!;—at other 
times, the fame agency, on account of the uni« 
ty of {pirit exifting in the combination, the 
whole together, are {poken of in the fingular, 
and perfonified ; that is reprefented under the 
fimilitude of a fiagle perfon and one like unto 
the fon of Man; under whofe adminiftration 
the whole work of God among men and for 
man, by this vifible agency, will be accomplifh- 
edand the whole Agency, from the begins 
ning oftime unto the accomplifhment of the 
divine purpofes, {poken of as a fingle Charace 
ter 

No. 16. The holy {fcriptures, of the old 
and new teftaments, compofe a facred hiftory, 
er narration of this Agency with the feveral 
proceediags and tranfactions of the fame in 
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and concerning the true church, from the be- 
gining of time unto the accomplifhment cf the 
good purpofes of God, relative to his creature 
man, through anc.unto the clofing of time. 

No. 17. Jelus Chrift being placed at the 
head, as the only one appointed of God to 
lead on the rational and intelligent creation in 
the intellectual {phere, trom one degree of im- 
provement refinement and happine({s unto an- 
other until, by fuch improvement and refine- 
ment, the fame might be brought into its high- 
eft ftate of glory, has been pieafed, as a ration- 
al head, in all ages to make ufe of every fuch 
rational and temporal means as by his wifdom 
was found to be the begit calculated to promote 
and effcét this noble end ; and thus by natu- 
ral and temporal means progreflively, to im- 
prove andretine the human capacity until the 
way, in the mind of fociety in general, fhould 
be fully opened for the government of God to 
be received, efpoufed and confirmed, among 
men in the flefh ; foas his will might be done 
in earth as it is in heaven, the caufes of all op- 
prefiion and diftrefs be completely removed 
from among his creatures, andthe way be 
truly prepared in the natura} world for the 
refurreétion of the dead. 

No. 18. The whole work of the vifible 
Agency of God may be comprifed under the 
three following heads ; viz.—a1ft, a difplay of 
the true nature and character of God, as the 
only proper fovereign of all rational and intel- 
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ligent creation : 2nd, a familiar illuftration of 
the true nature of all genuine government, 
whereby the lives and converfations of all his 
creatures fhould be regulated as the proper 
fubj<éts of the divine kingdom (or empire) of 
God. 3rd, an intelligible difcovery of the no- 
ble end for which man was created, fo as men 
might know how to realize their native dignity 
and be induced thereby, in all their actions, to 
aim at that noble end. 

No. 19. ‘The grand defign of Chrift, from 
the earlicit period of time, being to difplay 
the character of God and illuftrate the true 
nature of the immutable law, fo as to bring 
the capacity of the creature into the enjoyment 
of the divine prefence, fre has in all his pro- 
ceedings, from the beginning, carefully arran- 
ged all the works of creation and providence, 
as well as. by his wife preicience and powerful 
control overruled all nature fo asthe whole toge- 
ther under his holy adminiftration fhould com- 
bine, in procefs of time, to promote and bring 
about this glorious purpofe ; and that at length, 
inthe refult of things, it might be made evi- 
dent unto all, who is the true and only proper 
Potentate of a rational and intelligent world. 
Then the kingdom {hall be the Lord’s, and 
his dominion thail be extended from fea to 
fea an! from the wonderful and beautiful Ré- 
ver OHIO unto the ends of the earth; and 
when the deminion fthall turn to the Lord 
the'wail fhallbe takem away and by virtue of 
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the light which fhall then proceed from the 
feven lamps fhining over againft the gollen 
candiefiick, the nations with joyful thoutings 
will receive not only, in fullne{s the true char- 
acter of Immanuel, but, that génuine fyftem 
of divine governing principles which compofe 
the perfect law of liberty, as the only {cietice 
by which to regulate ail their national cone 
eerns ; thus wiil the way be prepared, in the 
natural world, tor the cflecting of a general re- 
furrection. 

No. 20. And by virtue of the light and 
life proceeding from the feven lamps, the fe- 
veral Books of the old and new tefiaiments and 
the book of life, which is another Book, .fhall 
be completely opened ; and the dead thall be 
Judged out of thoie things contained in the 
Books, and death and hell fisali quickly be no 
more but, GO) fhall be ALLin ALL, 

No. 21. Inthat day pertect /iberfy and 
genuine government, unto which men have 
been fo long juch great firangers, will be bet- 
ter unceriiood; and the univerfal agitation 
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which, for f¢veral years now paft, bas lo much 
continues to prevail, 
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concerning Liberty and government, among 
all nations, will ceafe ; and the minds of men 
will be quieted in the Lord ; for the Lord will 
command, and the raping fea and refilefs winds 
will obey. 6 The work of righteousness hall thes 
6s be pewe, and the eff: of righteousness quiet- 
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